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. MARY’S FISHERMAN

Casting our Nets for Christ

Waiting for God

Waiting is not popular. We are a culture that expects instant gratification. Who enjoys being put on hold?
Who waits in a long grocery check-out line without thinking, “Why don’t they open up some more
registers?” I even find myself impatient waiting the few seconds it takes to access a world of information on
my computer. I remember our first home computer. It was an apple Ile. I was doing something on the
computer and found myself waiting and waiting. Computers were slower in those days. Finally in my
frustration I typed in the words, “DO SOMETHING! Immediately the computer replied, “Patience Please.

In our world today, waiting can be made even more difficult because of fear! Fear hangs in the air like heavy
smoke from a fire. People are afraid of the unknown and the known. People are afraid of the future. Fearful
people have an especially difficult time waiting. Not only individuals but whole communities and nations
are afraid of being harmed by Ebola, or attacked by a hostile nation, or war from somewhere else spilling
over into our own country. How difficult it is to wait and how tempting it is to act. These are the roots of
the “first strike” approach to our fears.

What is the nature of waiting? What is the practice of waiting? How are we called to wait during this season
of Advent? Waiting, as children of faith, is waiting with a sense of promise. Why is waiting for Christmas
not an impossible task for children? It is the expectation and hope that when the presents are opened on
Christmas morning good things will be received and experienced.

The secret of waiting is the faith that the seed has been planted, that something has begun. Active waiting
means to be present fully to the pregnant present moment, in the conviction that something is happening
where you are and that you want to be present to it.

A waiting person is a patient person. The word patience means the willingness to be present to the moment
with the belief that something hidden will manifest itself to us. Waiting is open-ended. Open-ended waiting
is difficult for us because we tend to wait for something very concrete, for something that we wish to have.
Much of our waiting is filled with wishes: “I wish that I would get that job I interviewed for.” “I wish that
the weather was better.” “I wish the pain would go away.” We are full of wishes. For this reason, a lot of
our waiting is not open-ended. Instead, our waiting is a way of controlling the future. We want the future to
go in a very specific direction, and if this does not happened we are disappointed.

I have experienced in my own life, that abundant blessings abound when I let go of my wishes and open
myself to hopeful waiting. It is only when I am willing to let go of my wishes that something really new,
something beyond my own imagining can happen to me. When I began interviewing in Virginia, my wish
was for full time work as a rector in a pastoral size church, (100+ Average Sunday Attendance). After a year
of interviews, [ began to set my wishes aside and open myself up to God’s possibilities. To my surprise and
delight, God led me to St. Mary’s. So much more than I could have wished for or imagined. This is not my
first experience with hopeful waiting on God. Each has proved rich with blessings. To wait open-endedly is
an enormously radical attitude toward life. So is trusting that something good will happen to us that is far
beyond our own hopes or dreams. Giving up control over our future and letting God define our life, trusting
that God will mold us according to his love and not our fear is the gift of Christmas made real and present in
our lives.

May you wait patiently during Advent with open hearts for the fullness of Jesus’ coming.
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** ECW CHRISTMAS PARTY — DECEMBER 18, 11:30 AM **
** CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE — DECEMBER 24, 9 PM **
CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASS — STARTS JANUARY 4 **
** TEXAS FARE OPEN HOUSE AND EPIPHANY SERVICE — JANUARY 6 **
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PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE

Please ask God to grant comfort and strength to: Zachary Tucker, Arthur and Ellie Roberts, Jean and Bill Hudnall,
Winifred Delano, Tris Hyde, Fred Biddlecomb, John Collins, Fred Cole, Claudine Gifford, Linwood “Dukie” Smith,
Lenna Daiger, Rosemary Beale, Marcia and Richard S. (friends of the Berry’s), Patricia Hoppe, Myron Milhieser and
Virginia Hunt .

Also, please remember in your prayers the following, whose conditions are not currently acute, but who are still in
need of our continued prayers: Ron Andrews, Madelyn Davis, Al & Lee Dean, Rachel Elliot, Robert Hamilton,
Martha Henry, Joan Oliver, Morty & Jeff Paulis, Grace Rice, Carol Wiley, Ada Williams and Alice Virginia Sparks
(granddaughter).

NEWS OF THE CONGREGATION
Gratitude for Another Shrine Mont Experience

At this time of Thanksgiving we are very grateful to Reverend Sandi and St. Mary’s of Fleeton for sponsoring our
daughter, Katie Bruneault, to a special 3 day Shrine Mont Retreat (called the Sr. High Weekend) on November 7, 8
and 9. She had such a super time in August at the Art Camp week, so to go back again this year was very exciting.

We were lucky that Katie could hitch a ride with Sandy Kirkpatrick of St. Stephen’s in Heathsville to get to St.
Margaret’s in Tappahannock, where the carpool was increased with a few girls from there. “Those girls were nice, not
stuck up at all”, Katie said; so the very long drive to Shrine Mont was enjoyable and went by quickly with making new
friends. She confirmed it was bitterly cold, but still very beautiful in the mountains. And they had lots of fun with late
evening chats Friday night. The big event to talk about was a Saturday night dance in the main hall, and many dressed
up for it. Katie had her favorite party dress; and she was pleasantly surprised that there was “good” music
(a.k.a.today’s popular stuff). All too soon they were packing up for the drive home Sunday. But this was an
exceptional getaway, filled with happy memories and lots of info for potential 2015 visits. Again, Katie, Roger, Brian
and I wish to extend big thanks to St. Mary’s for thinking of our girl for this special retreat.

Ann Wood

NEW VESTRY MEMBERS ELECTED

At the annual parish meeting on November 16", three new vestry members were elected by acclamation. The new
members — Randy Neal, Bud Bolger and Michael DeGroot — will begin their three-year terms on January 1, 2015.
They are replacing Betty Mountjoy and Rose Rockson , who are leaving the vestry as of December 31, 2014, and
filling a vacancy resulting from a resignation. The new members will be installed during the service on December 7th.

Congratulations, Randy, Bud and Michael; and thank you for your willingness to serve!




NOVEMBER VESTRY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

It was reported that Treasurer Susan Tipton’s computer had crashed, and therefore there was no printed report available. Junior
Warden Paul Sparks will investigate the use of a Jesse DuPont Grant Technology and Infrastructure grant to pay for a new
computer to be purchased for the treasurer.

Rev. Sandi Mizirl reported that she will be away on December 28, 2014 and February 22, 2015, and that supply priests will be
found for those dates.

The need for a Council Delegate to attend the annual meeting in Richmond January 22-24 was discussed and the members
gave Rev. Sandi names of parishioners to ask to serve in this position.

The members discussed coffee hour scheduling and what type of food should be served. It was decided that there will be a
meeting on this subject on January 11, 2015 during coffee hour.

Rev. Sandi requested that at least two parishioners be trained on the use of the auto defibrillator.

At Rev. Sandi’s request, the members approved a motion for funding for the following purposes:
Mailing newsletters to out of town non-members
Posters and post cards
A second set of Burma shave signs
A radio ad for the Christmas Eve service

It was reported that Bishop Goff is coming to St. Mary’s on February 15, 2015, and that there will be a “Century of Service
Celebration” on that date.

Rev. Sandi reported that she is hopeful that there will be two confirmations when Bishop Goff is here; and that we have had
inquiries from two couples about transferring their memberships to St. Mary’s and three people about being received into

the church.

Rev. Sandi announced that the next adult Sunday school series will be presented January 4 - February 8, 2015. The topic
will be renewing our faith.

Rev. Sandi reported that she will meet with Rev. Lucia Lloyd on December 2nd to plan our 2015 Lenten series.

It was reported that Betty Mountjoy and Jan Boyd will help with planning the vestry retreat scheduled for Saturday, January
10, 2015. A vision for growth over the next six years will be developed during the retreat.

Rev. Sandi announced that there will be an Epiphany liturgy at St. Mary’s at 5pm on January 6, 2015, and that she will host
an open house at her home before the service.

It was reported that there will be a musical evening at the church in December, with appetizers prepared by Nick Slaughter
and music provided by Ben Ma.

Senior Warden Betty Mountjoy reported that our Oktoberfest event netted $2,300.

TREE-TRIMMING WILL BE DECEMBER 7™

The St. Mary’s annual Christmas tree-trimming event will take place in the parish hall during
coffee hour after our service on Sunday, December 7". We will decorate the tree with all the
wonderful ornaments that parishioners have created in previous years (of which there are

“ many!).




THE ADVENT CALENDAR

The word 'Advent' has a Latin origin meaning 'the coming,' or more accurately, 'coming toward.' For
Christian believers, Christmas is one of the greatest events in the yearly cycle, being the celebration of the
greatest gift ever given by God to mankind. That gift was Jesus, the Son of God Himself, born into this
world in human form and coming to live among us to show us the true nature of God, experience human
joy and sorrow along with us, and finally, going of His own will to die a horrible, agonizing death. In this
way the price was paid for all human sin that had cut us off from our Holy God and Heavenly Father,
resulting in our complete and total reconciliation with Him.

Centuries ago, the importance of this event caused many Christians to feel that it was inadequate merely to
mark off only one day on the yearly calendar for celebrating this incredible gift from God. Believers had
(and still do have) such a sense of awe and overwhelming gratitude and wonder at what happened that first 13141516 17 8
Christmas that they felt the need for a period of preparation immediately beforehand. They could then not 19 20 21 22 23 2%
only take time themselves to meditate on it, but also teach their children the tremendous significance of
Christmas.
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At first, the days preceding Christmas were marked off from December 1 with chalk on believers' doors. Then in Germany in the
late 19th century the mother of a child named Gerhard Lang made her son an Advent Calendar comprised of 24 tiny sweets stuck
onto cardboard. Lang never forgot the excitement he felt when he was given his Advent calendar at the beginning of each
December, and how it reminded him every day that the greatest celebration of the whole year was approaching ever nearer. As an
adult he went into partnership with his friend Reichhold and opened a printing office. In 1908, they produced what is thought to
be the first-ever printed Advent Calendar with a small colored picture for each day in Advent. Later on, at the beginning of the
20th century, they hit on the idea of making the pictures into little shuttered windows for the children to open day by day in order
to heighten their sense of expectation.

The idea of the Advent Calendar caught on with other printing firms as the demand swiftly increased, and many versions were
produced, some of which would have printed on them Bible verses appropriate to the Advent period. By now the Advent
Calendar had gained international popularity, and children all over the world were clamoring for them as December approached.
Unfortunately, the custom came to an end with the beginning of the First World War when cardboard was strictly rationed and
only allowed to be used for purposes necessary to the war effort. However, in 1946, when rationing began to ease following the
end of the Second World War, a printer named Richard Sellmer once again introduced the colorful little Advent Calendar, and
again it was an immediate success.

Sadly, with the wane of Christianity in Western nations, the Advent Calendar, although still enormously popular with all children,
has lost its true meaning. Many, many children and their parents have no idea of the history of the little calendar or its true
purpose, which is to prepare us for the celebration of the advent of the Christ-child. Even if they do know, most would not care.
Also, the makers of today's Advent calendars are anxious only to sell their product, and the majority of these neither know nor
care about the meaning and purpose of Advent. Their calendars depict Santa Claus and his reindeer, snowmen, holly, mistletoe,
and all the secular trappings of Christmas behind the little windows, often along with a piece of chocolate. Fortunately, however,
Christian printers are still with us to manufacture calendars for children from Christian families that unfold the story of the
nativity with each window that is opened

Copied from http://www.gotquestions.org/advent-calendar.html

MEALS ON WHEELS DATES r\ ‘

L]

St. Mary’s is responsible for delivering Meals on Wheels in December:
Monday, December 1; Wednesday, December 3; and Friday, December 5.

PLEASE CONTACT CHRIS NAGLE IF YOU CAN DELIVER MEALS ON WHEELS IN
DECEMBER.



http://www.gotquestions.org/what-is-Advent.html
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Free+Clip+Art+santa+claus+in+car&view=detail&id=CBA38BF7EAC138F72F198059D511EBADD604BFE0

THE CHRISTMAS NIGHT
by Lucy Maud Montgomery

Wrapped was the world in slumber deep,
By seaward valley and cedarn steep,

And bright and blest were the dreams of its sleep;
All the hours of that wonderful night-tide through
The stars outblossomed in fields of blue,

A heavenly chaplet, to diadem
The King in the manger of Bethlehem.

Out on the hills the shepherds lay,
Wakeful, that never a lamb might stray,
Humble and clean of heart were they;
Thus it was given them to hear
Marvellous harpings strange and clear,
Thus it was given them to see
The heralds of the nativity.

In the dim-lit stable the mother mild
Looked with holy eyes on her child,
Cradled him close to her heart and smiled;
Kingly purple nor crown had he,
Never a trapping of royalty;

But Mary saw that the baby’s head
With a slender nimbus was garlanded.

Speechless her joy as she watched him there,
Forgetful of pain and grief and care,

And every thought in her soul way prayer;
While under the dome of the desert sky
The Kings of the East from afar drew nigh,
And the great white star that was guide to them
Kept ward o’er the manger of Bethlehem.

MERRY CHRISTMAS !

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FEBRUARY 2015 NEWSLETTER IS January 23, 2015. Please e-mail
articles to Christine Nagle at stmarysfleeton@gmail.com or to Joy Bolger at jbbolger@nnwifi.com, call them in at 453-6712, or

drop them off at the church office.




OPEN HOUSE

You Are Invited to a Texas Fare Open House

Tuesday, January 6, 2015

From 3:00pm to 4:30pm

At Gracieland Cottage, 2015 Fleeton Rd.
followed by an Epiphany Service

5:00pm at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church

“Where the Road Begins”

January 6™ is the twelfth day of Christmas. It is the celebration of the Epiphany, when we remember the light of Christ coming to
the Gentiles, the wise men who came to worship the infant Jesus, son of Mary.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASS

“Renewing Your Faith”

Begins, Sunday, January 42015

Growing
9:30am-10:30am i n Fa i t h
St. Mary’s, Fleeton . To Set h er

“Where the Road Begins”

Runs through Sunday, February 8, 2015

GOSPELGIFS

‘Rillg ou ¢ Che oldd
Rind i Chemnew

PE TRULY, GLAD. THERE
16 WONDE RFUL JO7 AREAD.

1PeTer 1 &

2015

HAPPY NEW YEAR!




ECW NEWS

At the ECW meeting on November 20™, the members elected the following officers for 2015: Marcia Adams,

President; Joy Bolger, Secretary; and Christine Nagle, Treasurer. Also, a budget for 2015 was developed, based on
projected Thrift Shop earnings of approximately $50,000. Budgeted expenses include a pledge of $20,000 to St. Mary’s;
and outreach donations to, among others, the Northern Neck Free Health Clinic, Hospice, the Haven Shelter, the Fairfield’s
Volunteer Fire Department, and two scholarships to Northumberland High School graduates.

We had a successful UTO collection totaling $333 in November, and thank everyone who supported this very
important mission of the church women world-wide.

The Christmas shopping season is in full swing at the Thrift Shop. Our Christmas shop is fully stocked with decorations,
ornaments, cards, gift wrap, apparel and many other items to help celebrate the season; and there are great gift ideas
throughout the shop. The Shop will be closed for the holidays December 21, 2014 through January 13, 2015. A very
big THANK YOU goes out to all the volunteers and substitute volunteers whose dedication and hard work kept the
thrift shop operating smoothly and earning money for St. Mary’s and our other charitable beneficiaries throughout 2014!

Again this year, we will be collecting fresh-baked cookies for our Christmas cookie delivery to friends and families in our
area. Please deliver your cookie donations to the Church by December 14™. You can bake them ahead of time and leave
them in the freezer until then if that is more convenient for you.

Our Christmas Party for all the women of the church will be held on Thursday, December 18
at 11:30am, in the parish hall. We will enjoy a pot-luck luncheon, and then have a random gift
exchange featuring items purchased from the thrift shop at a cost of $5.00 or less, and Gus
Bunting playing the role of Santa Clause. Come everyone! It is always fun and a wonderful way
to begin the holidays.
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At the beginning of November, Penny Mace of the Hughlett’s Tavern/Rice’s Hotel Foundation contacted us, asking if we
would contribute small items from the Thrift Shop for the annual Golden Village event for children. Her thank you letter to
St. Mary’s appears on page 8. We will contact her and give her the okay to select items throughout the year as she has
requested.

~ Joy Bolger & Marcia Adams
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DECEMBER - JANUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
December Birthdays December Anniversaries January Birthdays January Anniversaries

4 Olivia Williams 27 Olivia and Charles Williams 10 Kathy Corsa 11 Joy and Bud Bolger

4 Sarah Jones 10 Rose Rockson 11 Fred and Beverley Biddlecomb
6 David Haynie 11 Danica Jamison

7 Aubrey Henry 13 Grant Biddlecomb

10 Greg Corsa 18 Roger Bruneault

13 Betty Mountjoy 21 Judith DeGroot

25 Jan Boyd 30 Will Slaughter
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THANKS FROM RICE’S HOTEL/HUGHLETT’S TAVERN FOUNDATION
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Rice’s Hotel / Hughlett’s Tavern Foundation ° P.O. Box 579 » Heathsville, VA 22473
Web: rhhtfoundation.org - Email: info@rhhtfoundation.org = Foundation Office: 804-580-3377
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Rice's Hotel~Hughlett's Tavern: A Northern Neck Landmark since the 1700's
Gifts to the Rice’s Hotel / Hughlett's Tavern Foundation are tax deductible. Tax [13: 54-1589804




DECEMBER MOVIE LINEUP

Admission Free; Doors Open at 7:00 PM on Fridays; Movie Starts at 7:30; Popcorn and Soft Drinks at a Nominal
Charge.

December 5 — The Fault in our Stars— 2014 (PG-13)

Hazel and Augustus are two teenagers who share an acerbic wit, a disdain for the conventional, and a love that sweeps
them on a journey. Their relationship is all the more miraculous, given that Hazel’s other constant companion is an
oxygen mask. Gus jokes about his prosthetic leg, and they meet and fall in love at a cancer support group. ~ IMDB

December 12 — Million Dollar Arm — 2014 (PG)

From the studio that brought you REMEMBER THE TITANS and MIRACLE comes MILLION DOLLAR ARM -- a
true inspirational story of self-discovery, second chances and personal triumph in the face of adversity. In a last-ditch
effort to save his career, sports agent JB Bernstein (Jon Hamm) dreams up a wild game plan to find Major League
Baseball's next great pitcher form a pool of cricket players in India. He soon discovers two young men who can throw a
fastball but know nothing about the game of baseball. Or America. It's an incredible and touching journey that will
change them all -- especially JB, who learns valuable lessons about teamwork, commitment and family. ~IMDB

December 19 — The Other Woman - 2014 (PG-13)
After discovering her boyfriend is married, Carly soon meets the wife he's been betraying. And when yet another love

affair is discovered, all three women team up to plot revenge on the three-timing boyfriend. ~ IMDB

December 26 — No movie due to the Christmas Holiday
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UPCOMING EVENTS

VESTRY MEETING
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3,5 PM

MOVIE COMMITTEE MEETINGS
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, AND JANUARY 13, 11 AM

LUNCH BUNCH
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, AND JANUARY 14, 12 NOON

Christat Party
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Upcoming Events (continued)

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 9 PM

CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASS
SUNDAYS, JANUARY 4 THROUGH FEBRUARY 8, 2015, 9:30 - 10:30 AM
(See page 6)

TEXAS FARE OPEN HOUSE
TUESDAY, JANUARY 6, 3 -4:30 PM
AT THE HOME OF REYV. SANDI
FOLLOWED BY EPIPHANY SERVICE AT 5 PM
(See page 6)

VESTRY RETREAT
SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM

COFFEE HOUR DISCUSSION
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 DURING COFFEE HOUR

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY SERVICE FOR NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 10 AM
GALILEE METHODIST CHURCH
747 HULL NECK ROAD, HEATHSVILLE

Lancaster
Community Library

Tuesday, December 9th
2 P.M.

Shortchanged

John H. Harding, Jr.

Will Be Reviewed By

Dr. Henry Lane Hull




Upcoming Events (continued)

REEDVILLE FESTIVAL CHORAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21°7, 2:30 PM
FESTIVAL HALL, REEDVILLE
Admission Free. Donations of non-perishable food suggested




