Dear Lord, As we enter

this Solemn and Holy

Season, we pray that

you would send your

Holy Spirit upon us that

we might prepare ourselves

for these coming 40 days of Lent.
Even though we may no longer wear sackcloth
and ashes, we do seek to humble ourselves so
that we can understand the magnificence of Your
Love for us as You humbled Yourself and gave Your
Life on the Cross that we might receive the gift of

Eternal Glory with You. AMEN.

ST. MARY’S
FISHERMAN

February
March
2015

St. Mary’s Fleeton Episcopal Church is a community of faith and fellowship; an open and
welcoming congregation that is nurturing and supporting of one another. We respect and
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share our gifts and talents to minister to the needs of our surrounding community as a
reflection of God’s grace and unconditional love.
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. MARY’S FISHERMAN

Casting our Nets for Christ

Reflections on the Past and Future

The warm sunny days we enjoy periodically are a happy respite from the grey days of winter. I enjoyed one
of those warm sunny days recently, soaking up the sun with Fred Cole on his sun porch. I hadn’t been able
to visit Fred in the hospital or in the rehab hospital due to my own winter cold, which I didn’t want to pass
on to anyone. But sitting on Fred’s porch reminded me how valuable and comforting a good conversation
with a friend can be.

The New Year got off to a rocky start with the death of Fred Biddlecomb, on January 6™, Epiphany and then
the sudden death of Susan Tipton on January 22™. One of the biggest problems for humankind is the
problem of pain, and we have suffered our fair share recently.

Who would ever choose pain? What ever else it is, pain is a great motivator. I don’t know anyone who
seeks new answers to difficult questions until the old answers don’t work anymore. One thing I am sure of,
when someone I love is separated from me by death I am reminded once more how vulnerable I am and how
much I need God and my fellow Christians, which is probably the most important thing one can learn from
pain.

Most people, when they share the stories of their lives, have the most to say about the most painful parts.
That seems to be where the lowest lows are and paradoxically, the highest highs. Over the six years my
husband struggled with cancer we spent a lot of time in Galveston. There was something about the ocean
and the tides that gave Larry a sense of the eternal. He and I used to get up before sunrise and drive from
west beach down to the eastern end of the island, sit on the beach and watch as, first the light began to appear
and then the sun would peak over the horizon. He would turn and kiss me and say “Isn’t it wonderful, we
have today!”

It was the worst of times, it was the best of times. Would I have ever have chosen it? No, never. Would I
take anything for it? No, nothing, nothing at all.

Love is its own reward. All it promises is God’s own presence through it all. “The bare minimum,” Bill
Kaufman says, “is all God promises any of us. Minimum protection, God promises minimum protection and
maximum support. May we all support one another today through the painful times, that we may rejoice in
the joyful times, knowing we are never alone.

We will have much to celebrate. The Right Reverend Ted Gulick will be celebrating the confirmation of
Will Slaughter at St. Mary’s on Sunday, February 15™ at 2:00pm. Following that service at 3:00pm we will
celebrate at an afternoon tea and reflect on the ministry of St. Mary’s over the past 100 years through
pictures. If you have pictures of people and events at St. Mary’s, please consider sharing those by bringing
them to the church office so that we may use them in the photo display. Please be sure and write your name
on the back of any pictures you submit so that they may be returned to you after the celebration.

Following the Bishop’s visit, the ever popular men of St. Mary’s will be serving up pancakes on Shrove
Tuesday. The Rev. Hal White will lead you through Ash Wednesday and the first Sunday of Lent, as I am
off to Kauai, Hawaii to visit friends.

We are, again this year, sharing weekly Lenten fellowship with St. Stephen’s, Heathsville on Wednesday
evenings with simple soup supper and a Lenten study of the music from the 1982 Hymnal, Lift Every Voice
and Sing and Wonder, Love and Praise. Please plan on attending.

(continued on page 8)
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PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE

Please ask God to grant comfort and strength to: Zachary Tucker, Arthur and Ellie Roberts, Jean and Bill Hudnall,
Winifred Delano, Tris Hyde, John Collins, Fred Cole, Claudine Gifford, Linwood “Dukie” Smith, George Freund,
Alene Robinson, Richard S., Patricia Hoppe, Martha Henry, Roy Fredericks, Ruby Jones and Glenna Harding.

Also, please remember in your prayers the following, whose conditions are not currently acute, but who are still in need
of our continued prayers: Ron Andrews, Madelyn Davis, Al & Lee Dean, Rachel Elliot, Robert Hamilton,

Martha Henry, Joan Oliver, Morty & Jeff Paulis, Grace Rice, Carol Wiley, Ada Williams and Alice Virginia Sparks
(granddaughter).

FRED McCULLOUGH BIDDLECOMB

At a memorial service on Friday, January 9™, we said goodbye to our dear friend Fred
Biddlecomb, a life-long member of St. Mary’s, who left this life on January 6", after a
courageous battle with cancer. Fred was active in and had many friends in our community; and
L | over 200 people attended the service and the bountiful reception that followed.

Fred faithfully served in numerous positions at St. Mary’s over the years, including that of

| Junior Warden. He served as chairman of the annual Blessing of Fleet event for 25 years. He
was a life-long commercial waterman and charter boat captain, and he served as President of the
Virginia Waterman’s Association.

He is survived by his wife of 46 years, Beverly; two sons Joseph and his wife Dawn, and Charles and his wife Paige;
and five grandchildren. He was a very devoted husband, father and grandfather.

Fred’s passing is a great loss to St. Mary’s, but we can be comforted in the sure knowledge that he is now at peace in
the love of God. Please pray for strength and courage for his family and friends.

A PRAYER FOR OUR DEPARTED FRIENDS

We seem to give them back to you, O Lord, who gave them to us.

Yet, as you did not lose them in giving, so we have not lost them by their return to you.

You give not as the world gives, O lover of souls.
What you give, you do not take away.

For what is yours is ours always, if we are yours.

Life is eternal; and love is immortal; and death is only a horizon;
And a horizon is nothing but the limit of our sight.

Lift us up, O God, that we may see further;
Cleanse our eyes that we may see more clearly;
Draw us closer to Yourself, that we may know ourselves
nearer to our beloved who are with you.

And while your Son Jesus prepares a place of us,
prepare us for that happy place,
that where they are and you are, we too may be.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen




SUSAN LUNNY TIPTON

We were stunned and deeply saddened by the unexpected death of our dear friend and fellow
parishioner Susan Tipton. She suffered a cerebral hemorrhage the morning of January 20™ and did
not regain consciousness before leaving this life on January 22nd at VCU Hospital in Richmond, with
her sister Carol and brother-in-law Brian at her bedside.

Susan was a Reedville resident and member of St. Mary’s for 25 years. She served God and the
church in many different capacities, including Treasurer, Eucharistic Minister, Lay Reader, Choir
member, and Altar Guild member. Also, over the years, Susan was very active in numerous
community organizations, including the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum, Festival Chorale, the
Chesapeake Chorale, Master Gardeners and the Northern Neck Tourism Bureau. She was preceded
g in death by her husband Bob in 2010.

Susan’s passing leaves a huge hole in our hearts and our community. In the Rev. Hal White’s words: “Susan knew no
strangers and there wasn’t much she couldn’t do.” May God grant comfort to her family and friends. We can be assured that
she is now with God experiencing peace and love beyond our understanding.

There will be a memorial service and celebration of Susan’s life at St. Mary’s at 2pm on Sunday, February 1, 2015.

JANUARY VESTRY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
The vestry elected Paul Sparks as Junior Warden. Sarah Jones asked to resign from the vestry and her resignation was
accepted. The vestry selected Susan Tipton to replace her. Susan volunteered to serve as Senior Warden and was unanimously
elected. (Editor’s Note: With Susan’s passing, the position of senior warden is now vacant.)

Susan presented the proposed budget for 2015 and it was unanimously approved by the vestry.

Junior Warden Paul Sparks reported that the parish hall roof is complete and paid for. Soffits and power washing will be
completed in the spring. He reported that there was approximately $14,000 left in grant money.

Rev. Sandi reported that Bishop Gulick will visit on February 15 and conduct a service at 2 PM. There will be one
confirmation, and four receptions are possible. There will be a tea reception in the parish hall following the service.

The vestry members agreed that a Mutual Ministry Review will be done after Rev. Sandi has completed six months as Priest-
in-Charge.

It was reported that the Lenten Learning Program will be presented in conjunction with St. Steven’s Episcopal Church and will
begin on February 25™. There will be a sign up sheet in the parish hall.

It was reported that St. Mary’s will have a Shrine Mont retreat jointly with St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Alexandria in
September.

The Vestry on January 18th




ECW NEWS

On December 18, 2014, twelve women of St. Mary’s enjoyed a festive Christmas celebration at the Church. A sumptuous
pot-luck lunch was followed by a joyful random gift exchange, featuring presents purchased from our Thrift Shop. During a very
brief business session, the members approved a 2015 budget totaling $53,120.

Photo by Elizabeth Kane

(Marcia Adams not pictured)

Looking back on this happy event, I am so grateful that Susan Tipton was there to enjoy it with us.
The next ECW meeting will be at 10:30am on Thursday, February 19™.

~ Joy Bolger

MEALS ON WHEELS DATES ‘\Aea ls on \Nh‘»’ els
St. Mary’s is responsible for delivering Meals on Wheels on the following dates in
February:

Monday, February 23
Wednesday, February 25
Friday, February 27

PLEASE CONTACT CHRIS NAGLE IF YOU CAN DELIVER MEALS ON WHEELS 4004 frop, .\ o ieart

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE April 2015 NEWSLETTER IS March 20th, 2015. Please e-mail
articles to Christine Nagle at stmarysfleeton@gmail.com or to Joy Bolger at jbbolger@nnwifi.com, call them in at 453-6712,

or drop them off at the church office.




CHILI AND TAMALES SERVED

Over a dozen of us accepted Rev. Sandi’s invitation to a “Texas fare” open house at her home last month. It was cold that day
and a perfect time to enjoy hot chili and authentic Texas-style tamales in Sandi’s warm cozy home. Thank you, Sandi, for your
generous hospitality! The open house was followed by a lovely evening Epiphany service across the street at St. Mary’s.

Photos by Betty Mountjoy

~ Joy Bolger

BISHOP GULICK TO VISIT FEBRUARY 15™
On Sunday, February 15", the Rt. Rev. Edwin F. “Ted” Gulick, Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia, will visit St.
Mary’s. Instead of our usual 11am service that day, the Bishop will lead a Service of Holy Eucharist at 2:00 in the afternoon.

The service will be followed by a tea reception in the parish hall.

There is a sign-up sheet in the parish hall for all who wish to contribute light finger foods; e.g., small sandwiches, scones,
cookies, etc. Tea and coffee will be served.

Also on the 15", we will celebrate the 100" anniversary of St. Mary’s with a display of photographs of the church and its
parishioners taken over the years.

Please plan to attend the afternoon service and reception on the 15", and give Bishop Gulick a warm welcome.

~ Joy Bolger

WINTER MARKET AT REEDVILLE

The Winter Market at Reedville will be held Saturday, February 14th from 9:00am — 2:00pm, at Festival Halle on Main Street,
Reedville. Most of the items for sale have been created by hand, or artistically crafted. Jewelry, photography, copper creations,
paintings, glass art and pottery, quilts, fabric arts and clothing, will be a few of the things you will see. Clam chowder, and
Greek pastry also will be offered.

Parking is ample near and around the building for visitors, and there are restrooms and concessions indoors for breakfast and a
light lunch. The facility is wheelchair accessible. For more information, call 804-453-6529

~ Paula Reuter
Reedville Fishermen’s Museum




MUSEUM LECTURE SERIES BEGINS

The Reedville Fishermen’s Museum is proud to announce the 2015 Winter/Spring lecture series. The series begins Monday,
February 2™ at 7:00 PM at Festival Halle, 177 Main Street, Reedville, VA.

The first presentation will be “People at the Fork of the Stream”, about the Cheroenhaka Indian Tribe, or the Nottoway, by Teresa
Preston. Her presentation will address the tribe’s rich history, interactions with the colonists, and two other tribes, the Siouan and
Alogonquian. The artifact collection from Prestley Creek in Northumberland County will also be displayed.

The Lecture Series is held on the first Monday of each month at 7:00 PM through May, and corresponds with the monthly Monday
night fried chicken dinner by the American Legion No. 117 between 5:00 and 6:30 next door. This gives patrons a unique
opportunity to enjoy an evening of food and entertainment in Reedville, VA. The 2015 scheduled lectures include Dr. Ivor van
Heerden’s description of Hurricane Katrina ten years later, and lessons learned on March 2™. On April 6™ Dr. James Robertson
returns with another illuminating presentation on the Civil War. The last lecture in the series will be May 4", and showcases former
FBI agent Joe Wolfinger who will talk about his role in tracking and catching spies especially the notorious John Walker.

The museum politely requests a $5.00 donation. Light refreshments will be served. We welcome everyone across the Northern
Neck and beyond to join us for another memorable lecture series season.

For more information call 804-453-6529

COUNCIL DELEGATE’S REPORT
Dear Parishioners,

I had the pleasure of serving this year as Lay Council Delegate to the 220™ Annual Council of the Diocese of
Virginia from Thursday, January 22™ — Saturday, January 24™. Kaki Swann and Megan Limburg from Grace
Episcopal Church in Kilmarnock took me under their wings and introduced me to the world of the VA Diocese.

As a Lay Council Delegate, my responsibilities were to vote on this year’s resolutions, canonical
amendments, committee nominations and the yearly budget. On Thursday night, we attended the open
hearing on two resolutions. This was helpful to me because the debate that followed in this hearing gave
me an opportunity to really think through my own stance on these resolutions.

Photo by Kaki Swann

The next morning the General Session opened. There were only two lay people and two clergy to be elected in the Standing
Committee elections. Since there were only two lay people and two clergy nominated, this election was an easy one!

The resolutions were a little bit more involved. One resolution was a request to change the annual meeting of the Episcopal Church
in the Diocese of Virginia from “Council” to “Convention.” This resolution was passed, but must be voted on and passed at two
successive Councils before the name will be officially changed because it is a canonical change.

Another was a resolution that addressed the Episcopal Church’s stance on the Boy Scouts of America’s discriminatory policy
against homosexuals. BSA discontinued within the last few years their policy of not allowing youth who were homosexual to
become members of the BSA. During last year’s council, a resolution was adopted for the Episcopal to commend this move.
However, homosexuals who wish to serve as adult leaders are still banned from serving as adult leaders by BSA. This year, a
resolution was presented for the Episcopal Church to make a unified stand to oppose this policy. There was a considerable amount
of debate on this issue during the open hearing on Thursday night. This caused the committee to make changes to the resolution. It
was approved instead, that the only thing the Episcopal Church will do this year will be to report whether their congregations
sponsored BSA, and if so, the unit number and council, year when chartered, and the approximate number of members and adult
leaders.

(continued on page 9)




PANCAKE SUPPER

ATTENTION EVERBODY: ASSIGNMENT FOR 2/17 (TUES)

The DATE snuck up on us. Last year it was a month later.

I’m talking about SHROVE TUESDAY.

Kd}\'—x — 7
I hope all of our male members will be available to help with our annual (over 50 times) S T ———
HROVE TUESDAY

PANCAKE SUPPER.

And I implore all members to spread the word. Last year we had to delay our event for a week due to a ice/snow covered
parking lot. Please also pray for better weather.

Last year our attendance was down and we need to make up for it this year. As we have done for the last three years, the
men’s group is paying for the food for this event. The total proceeds, less cleanup costs, goes to the church for whatever is
decided.

And if you run into any former members please ask them to come back and serve and eat.

Paul and I will put a signup sheet and be calling the men and boys for a commitment.

Paul has a family duty which will take him out of town so I will need a new (temporary) helper.

Someone PLEASE volunteer. Randy @ 453-6625.

LENTEN LEARNING SERIES BEGINS FEBRUARY 25

Everyone likes music and our tradition of music for worshiping God comes down to us from the Jewish worship. The
Psalms that we recite during our worship services are hymns from the Jewish tradition. Music enriches our worship and
praise of the God who creates, redeems and sustains. Please plan on attending this Lenten series at 6 PM on Wednesdays.

February 25™: St. Mary’s March 25™; St. Mary’s
Ellen Johnston, wife of Bishop Shannon Johnston Ellen Johnston
Program: Contemplative Hymns Hymns for the Church Seasons
Carina Harrison will accompany the group singing Carina Harrison will accompany the group singing
St. Mary’s will provide the soup St. Mary’s will provide the soup

March 4™ St. Stephen’s
The Rev. Sandi Mizirl, priest-in-charge, St. Mary’s, Fleeton
Program: Ancient Hymns sung by the earliest Christians
Carina Harrison will accompany the group singing
St. Stephen’s will provide the soup

March 11™: St. Mary’s
Cheryl Davis
Program: Celtic Hymns
Carina Harrison will accompany the group singing
St. Mary’s will provide the soup

March 18th: St. Stephen’s
TO BE ANNOUNCED
St. Stephen’s will provide the soup




SPRING BEGINS

MARCH 20TH IS &

THE FIRST DAY OF
=

And Spring arose on the garden fair,
Like the Spirit of Love felt everywhere;
And each flower and herb on Earth's dark breast
rose_from the dreams of its wintry rest.

—Percy Bysshe Shelley

FEBRUARY— MARCH BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

February Birthdays February Anniversaries March Birthdays March Anniversaries
13 Nathalie Biddlecomb None in February 4 Augusta Bunting 3 Phyllis and Randy Neal
19 Emory Lewis 11 John Booth 11 Fred and Carol Cole

12 Martha Henry
17 Mike Roberts
31 Jim Wiley

Reflections (continued)

I leave you with words that I regularly say in my morning prayers for you from The First Song of Isaiah (BCP 86).

Surely, it is God who saves me;
I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,
and he will be my Saviour.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing -
from the springs of salvation.
An on that day you shall say, p/zade Zég _£ @Qz i
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the people;
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things,
and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

God’s Peace,
Sandi+




Council Delegate’s Report (continued)

Saturday was the day put aside for adopting the budget. A deficit of $77,298 caused it to be necessary for the Budget
Committee to make cuts in funding for Youth Ministry Development, Prison Ministry, Mission and Outreach, and other
areas. This caused quite a debate. The Budget Committee Chairperson stated that none of these cuts would have been
necessary if all churches had pledged just $500 more. This made me really think of the importance of our pledges to the
church. The budget was finally adopted, along with some straightforward amendments to canons.

Just for the record, there is more than just voting going on in these meetings. It is a great opportunity to hear about
Shrine Mont, missions to Haiti, prison ministry and youth ministry. There was also the wonderful experience of
attending a service at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. The music was unbelievable. There was also the opportunity to make
new friends and get to know Kaki Swann better. What a nurturing, sweet person. Thank you for allowing me to

Photo by Kaki Swann

represent you.

~ Sincerely, Kathy Corsa

FEBRUARY MOVIE LINEUP
Admission Free; Doors Open at 7:00 PM on Fridays; Movie Starts at 7:30; Popcorn and Soft Drinks at a Nominal Charge.

February 6 — Begin Again— 2014 (R)

British songwriter Gretta is adrift in Manhattan after getting dumped by her philandering rock star boyfriend. While playing at an open
mic night at a local bar, she is discovered by struggling music producer Dan. Sensing her songwriting potential, Dan pushes Gretta to
sign with him and record an ambitious outdoors album all across the city. ~ Amazon

February 13 — Hundred Foot Journey — 2014 (PG-13)

Starring Helen Mirren, this uplifting story bursts with flavor, passion and heart. When the chilly chef proprietress of a Michelin-starred
French restaurant in southern France (Mirren) gets wind of a culinary immigrant opening an Indian restaurant just 100 feet from her
own, her icy protests escalate to all-out war between the two establishments. ~ Amazon

February 20 — A Most Wanted Man (Description not yet available)

February 27 — The Trip to Italy — 2014

In this witty and incisive follow-up to “The Trip”, Winterbottom reunites Steve Coogan and Rob Brydon for a new culinary road trip,
retracing the steps of the Romantic poets grand tour of Italy. Once again they enjoy mouthwatering meals in gorgeous settings from
Liguria to Capri. Equally hilarious and insightful, “The Trip to Italy” effortlessly melds the crackling chemistry between Coogan and
Brydon to create a brilliantly comic rumination on the nuances of friendship and the juggling of family and career.

~ Amazon
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UPCOMING EVENTS

The Reedville Fishermen’s Museum
Presents
2015 Winter/Spring Lecture Series
Teresa Preston
Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Tribe

Monday, February 2™ — 7:00 PM
at
Festival Halle

$5 donation Light refreshments will be served

For more information call 804-453-6529 www.rfmuseum.org

VESTRY MEETINGS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 5 PM
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 5 PM

MOVIE COMMITTEE MEETINGS
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 11 AM
TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 11 AM

HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAYV !
February 14

BISHOP GULICK VISITATION
SERVICE FOLLOWED BY RECEPTION
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15,2 PM




UPCOMING EVENTS (CONTINUED)

Shrove Tuesday
*PANCAKE SUPPER*

Tuesday, February 17, 2015
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
FLEETON
Adults - $6.00 Children - $4.00

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
LED BY THE REV. HAL WHITE
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 7 PM

The Reedville Fishermen’s Museum Presents
2015 Winter/Spring Lecture Series
Dr. lvor van Heerden
Hurricane Katrina: Ten Years on and Lessons Learnt

Monday, March 2™ — 7:00 PM at Festival Halle

March 8

March 17




