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Priestôs Message 
 
The cooler overnight temperatures are tugging the last color out of the leaves of fall.  They are all congregating in 
my yard and my car!  I have harvested the last of my summer tomatoes and have begun making chili and soups 
instead of chicken salad.  It is a time of transition.  We will soon be beginning a new year in the church with the 
arrival of Advent.  It is difficult to notice with all the Christmas decorations and toy sales going on.  But in the 
church calendar we will move out of Matthewôs Gospel and begin a new year in Mark, the shortest and believed 
by scholars to be the earliest gospel.  During Advent we will be worshiping together using Rite I from the Book of 
Common Prayer.  This will include different service music and the more traditional Lordôs Prayer.  The altar will 
take on the more traditional Rite I form with the chalice and paten dressed and on the altar from the beginning of 
the service.   
 
Two major feasts will be celebrated during December and January, Christmas and Epiphany.  We will decorate 
our Chrismon Tree on December 3rd, the First Sunday of Advent. Christmas Eve this year comes on Sunday.  Are 
you ready to worship twice on Christmas Eve?  Christmas Eve morning (the Fourth Sunday of Advent) our                      
worship will be a service of Morning Prayer with Eucharist.  Some will be familiar with this beautiful form of 
worship and many will experience it for the first time.  At 9PM Christmas Eve Sunday, we will begin our                         
Christmas Celebration with a Rite II Holy Eucharist service.  Cheryl Davis and her son have agreed to join us 
again this year.  Cherylôs son will be playing the bassoon.  We are one of a few and maybe the only church in our 
area with a Christmas Eve service at 9PM.  Knowing how beautiful the church looks and what a special time it is 
to celebrate the true meaning of Christmas, it is a perfect opportunity to invite and bring family, friends and         
neighbors. 
 
The First Sunday after Christmas Day we will celebrate with a service of Lessons and Carols.  At the end of the 
Twelve Days of Christmas, we will celebrate Epiphany, when the three gentile kings make their appearance                       
bringing gifts and kneeling to honor the birth of Jesus the Christ.  There will be a service of light and evening       
prayer followed by our gift to the parish and community of a real Texas Bar-B-Que.  Everyone is invited to bring a 
side dish to supplement the Bar-B-Que.  This too is a perfect opportunity to invite friends and neighbors to                           
experience worship and fellowship at St. Maryôs.   
 
It is the Omega and the Alpha, the end of things past and the beginning of the new things God has in store for us.  
Take this time of Advent to prepare yourself for the new things awaiting us.   
 
Peace and Joy be yours in the coming Christmas Season. 
 
Sandi+ 
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St. Maryôs Leadership: 

    

Priest-In-Charge: 
    Rev. Sandi Mizirl 
 
Vestry:                                                          
  Bill Henderson , Sr. Warden   
  Bud Bolger (until 12/31/17) 
  Beverley Biddlecomb            
  Dawn Biddlecomb  
  Michael DeGroot (until  
  12/31/17) 
  Betty Gasper  
  Lee Harrison  
  Janet Lewis   
  Paul Sparks (as of 1/1/18) 
  Brian Wood (as of 1/1/18) 
  
Treasurers:  
    Betty Gasper 
    Judith DeGroot 

 
Registrar:   
    Lee Harrison 
 
Parish Administrator:              
   Christine Nagle 
 
Minister of Music:                                                                                       
   Carina Sprouse 
 
Council Delegate:                  
    Kathy Corsa 
 
ECW President:                
    Joy Bolger  

 
Thrift Shop Manager:  

**   ECW CHRISTMAS PARTY ð  DECEMBER 14, 2 PM   ** 
 

**  CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES ð DECEMBER 24  ** 
11 AM AND 9 PM  

 
** EPIPHANY SERVICE OF LIGHT  ð  JANUARY 6, 5 PM ** 

    



PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE 
 

Please ask God to grant comfort and strength to:  Zachary Tucker, Jean and Bill Hudnall, Winifred Delano, Alene Robinson, Gerrie 
Burke,  Martha and Aubrey Henry, Ada Williams, Roy Lange, Becky Thrift, Lois Hett, Cathy, Rachel, Elaine Pilecki, Donald Freund, 
Nan Smith, Sydney Dunn, Glen Barberio, Randy Neal, David Haynie, Judy Jett, Jim Crumley and Mike and Ellie Roberts. 
 
 Also, please remember in your prayers the following, whose conditions are not currently acute, but who are still in need of our             
continued prayers:  Ron Andrews,  Madelyn Davis, Al & Lee Dean, Robert  Hamilton, Joan Oliver, Morty & Jeff Paulis, Grace Rice, 
and Carol Wiley   

Highlights of the 223rd Annual Convention of the Diocese of  Virginia 
November 4, 2017 at Christ Church, Glen Allen 

 
It was an unusual Diocesan Convention in the Diocese of Virginia this year.  After several years of being snowed-in or snowed-out 
of the annual gathering of lay and clerical delegates and others interested in the Diocese, our Convention was a one-day only                       
gathering.  Held in November instead of our usual January date, the 223rd meeting was to enable our Diocese to have the 224th         
Convention and succeeding Conventions as three-day gatherings in November.  We gathered at Christ Church, Glen Alllen, which 
has a variety of buildings in which to meet and comfortably accommodate the 330 delegates attending.  There were few non-voting 
visitors because of the lack of space. 
 
Bishop Shannon Johnstonôs full Pastoral Address can be found ñon-lineò through the Diocesan Website.  He and Bishop Ted      
Gulick both spoke passionately about their experience in Charlottesville with many of the clergy of this diocese and other                 
denominations who stood for love of neighbor in the face of the hatred and violence of white supremacists and Nazi                                       
sympathizerôs demonstrations. Bishop Johnston declared the Diocese of Virginia will stand by our baptismal promise to ñseek and 
serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbors as ourselvesò and to ñstrive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being.ò  Bishop Johnston said Racism is still a hard reality in our nation and one the Church must stand up 
and face head on.  He said reconciliation must begin at home and spread out in the local community.  ñWhen the Church shows up 
and takes a stand,ò 
 
Of note also in the Bishopôs address is his call, with the previous consent of the Standing Committee,  for the election of a second 
Bishop Suffragan.  Bishop Gulick, who has served as a ñpart-timeò Assistant Bishop,  has announced that he will retire at the end of  
December.  An ñAssistant Bishopò is chosen by the Diocesan Bishop from the pool of retired Bishops for the purpose of                
helping the Diocesan Bishop with the duties in a diocese.  A Suffragan Bishop is elected by the clergy and lay delegates from the 
parishes of the Diocese.  The Suffraganôs duties are assigned by the Diocesan (head) Bishop. The Bishopôs call for election was 
followed by the resolution to do so; it passed easily!  The consultant for the Diocese in this election, Bishop Todd Ousley, from the 
National Church office,  was introduced and gave a proposed time-line for the election (Nov. 2018) and consecration                         
(4-6  months later).  This resolution included provision for an Interim Assisting Bishop to help until the 2nd Suffragan is elected and 
consecrated. 
  
Ten additional resolutions were passed by the Convention.  They included resolutions which addressed ñwage theftò concerning the 
under-payment of people for services delivered whether in the church or in the community; a liturgy similar to the ñStations of the 
Crossò called ñWay of Life Liturgyò to be recommended to the General Convention in 2018 for use in ñOrdinary Timeò (this liturgy 
was written by The Rev. Don Bender of this Diocese fashioned after a Roman Catholic liturgy for the same purpose);     family 
leave for church employees; a task force for the purpose of aiding all baptized members to fully engage in their ministries beyond 
Sunday in their daily life and work; improved transportation in Central Virginia; support for the Paris Climate Accord and Energy 
Efficiency Improvement - looking at this from a theological perspective;  inclusiveness in our Churches, Schools, and Camps of the 
Diocese - recognizing and accepting all children as Godôs children regardless of race, gender, or sexual orientation; support of the 
Triangle of Hope, building a covenental community of people from West Africa,  Liverpool, and Virginia Dioceses; support of our 
Bishopsô statements on the Charlottesville violence ñwhatever we do, we may not, we must not, be quiet in the face of evil during 
this era of our lives together.ò Finally it was resolved that the Diocese of Virginia and its congregations recognize the drug crisis in 
America and strive to be agents of  healing for all people affected by the disease of drug addiction through education, spiritual                
support, and prevention programs.  Additionally four new members of the Standing Committee were elected: The Rev. Phoebe Roaf 
(St.  Philipôs, Richmond), The Rev. Don Niemeyer (St. Markôs, Richmond), Ms. Diane Wright (St. Maryôs, Arlington) and Mr.      
Steve Walker (Cople Parish, Westmoreland ).  Our Regions are no longer numbered, but are named according to location.  Region 2 
of which we were a part has been divided; we are now ñThe Northern Neck Regionò and the Very Rev. Lucia Lloyd (St. Stephenôs, 
Heathsville) is our Dean. 
 
The Budget for 2018 was presented and passed with a positive look toward the future.  In his pastoral address, Bishop Johnston  
appealed to each parish in the Diocese to increase their pledge by 2.5% [$25/$1,000 currently given] so the Diocese could address 
three specific needs: 1) college chaplains for all universities in the Diocese,  2) supporting small mission congregations in the            
Diocese, and  3) improving compensation to attract and retain diocesan staff.  
 

(continued on next page) 



Highlights of the 223rd Annual Convention of the Diocese of  Virginia (continued) 
 
The Convention closed with a tribute to Bishop Gulick, who preached a passionate homily at the Holy Eucharist.  Bishop Ted will 
retire to his farm in Fauquier County in December.  He looks forward to some time to rest and recreate but plans to still be active 
within the Diocese.   
 
The Rev. Kaki Swann is available to clarify any questions about this unique Diocesan Convention.  She may often be found                   
joining in worship at St. Maryôs, Fleeton.   

OKTOBERFEST 2017 

 

The 2017 Oktoberfest was a great success.  It had somewhere between four and five hundred attendees and made over six thou-
sand dollars.  Attendance was greatly helped by improvements in timing, quality and quantity of advertising.  It was a                         
combination of our tried and true, and some new innovations that helped make it successful.  We were blessed with good weather 
this year which is probably the most critical factor in a financially successful Oktoberfest.   
 
It was a great combined effort by the whole parish and was enjoyed by all our guests and well rewarded.  Thanks to all for a great 
Oktoberfest! 
 
Excerpted from Michael DeGrootôs 2017 Oktoberfest Annual Report. 
 
 
 

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FEBRUARY ï MARCH  2018 NEWSLETTER IS JANUARY 26, 
2018.   PLEASE EMAIL ARTICLES TO CHRISTINE NAGLE AT STMARYSFLEETON@GMAIL.COM OR TO JOY 
BOLGER AT JBBOLGER2016@GMAIL.COM OR BRING THEM TO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY THAT DATE.   



ANNUAL MEETING HELD 
 

The St. Maryôs Annual Parish Meeting took place on Sunday, November 19.  At the meeting, a preliminary 2018 church budget 
in the amount of $139, 453 was presented, and two new vestry members were elected by acclamation.  The new vestry members 
are Brian Wood and Paul Sparks.  They will replace Bud Bolger and Michael DeGroot, whose three-year terms expire December 
21, 2017.   We owe many thanks to Bud and Michael for their dedicated service, and to Brian and Paul for their willingness to 
serve for three years beginning January 1, 2018. 
 
After the meeting, we enjoyed a wonderful pot-luck luncheon in the parish hall.  Many thanks to Janet Lewis, Beverley                
Biddlecomb and the DeGroots for coordinating the event, and to all who contributed the delicious dishes! 

 
~ Joy Bolger 
 
 

CHRISTMAS ON COCKRELLôS CREEK 
 

On Saturday, December 9th, Santa arrives via the Elva C at the Reedville Fishermanôs Museumôs dock at 9am. Heôll then lead 
children over to Bethany United Methodist Church for photos, stories, games, and refreshments. 
 
At 10am the festivities for grown-ups start with four homes opening their doors (and docks) to ticketed guests. Decorated by the 
homeowners and members of the Chesapeake Bay Garden Club, each house will be resplended in festive colors and fresh                    
greenery.  Several homes will highlight their ownerôs private collections ï from antique Christmas mementoes to vintage toys. 
Omega Protein has graciously agreed to lead tours of their state-of-the-art Health & Science Center (on Menhaden Rd) during the 
two-day tour. 
 
On the Museumôs campus, enjoy tours of the Museum and Walker House (oldest home in Reedville), shop at the Museumôs gift 
shop, and watch the ñrunning of the trainsò at our Model Shop.  From the Museumôs dock you can catch a ride on a local vessel 
to tour the Creek and stop at 2 of the 4 homes (see the details for the houses below). 
 
Across the street from the main campus, the annual Artisansô Christmas Bazaar will be featuring LOTS of wonderful hand-
crafted items, including festive foods, books, and one-of-a-kind gifts. 
 
Up the street at Festival Halle, participants can warm themselves with free cider and a cookie at our Holiday Cafe, purchase some 
yummy num nums at the bake sale, and peruse the beautiful ñTablescapesò created by nine local non-profits. 
 
At 5:30pm, join your friends and neighbors outside of Tommyôs Restaurant for the annual lighting of the Christmas tree. This 
year our honorary marshalls will be Wendell and Ann Winter Haynie.  A very special thanks to Tom and Judd Kelly, owners of 
the tree! 
 
On Sunday, December 10th, continue to tour the homes, take a boat ride along Cockrellôs Creek, and shop to your heartôs                         
content!  11-4pm are the hours today. 
 
 Excerpted from: http://www.rfmuseum.org 
 
A Note from Donna Briggs:  Christmas on Cockrells Creek is December 9th! My house  is on the tour. First time ever! The craft 
sale is next door. I am selling paintings and holiday items! Stop by and say hello! 
 
Editorôs Note:  I will also be selling my jeweled and decorated creations at the Christmas Bazaar.  When you stop by to say hello 
to Donna, please visit my table too.  Thanks, Joy 



ECW/THRIFT SHOP NEWS 
 

At a meeting on November 12th, the ECW members approved a 2018 budget in the amount of $54,800, which includes a 
pledge of $30,000 to the church (an increase of $2,000 over 2017) and a new in-reach donation of $1,000 for the Rectorôs    
Discretionary Fund.  Also at that meeting, the following 2018 officers were elected:  President ï Joy Bolger, Co-Secretaries ï 
Valli Mitner and Carol Cole, and Treasurer ï Chris Nagle. 
 
The ECWôs only source of income is our thrift shop.  Thrift shop earnings enabled us to provide support to St. Maryôs in the 
amount of $28,000 in 2017.   If we are to meet our budget and provide $30,000 to the church in 2018, we must earn at least as 
much as we did in 2017.  To do so, the shop must remain profitable throughout the year.  There are a variety of ways 
that parishioners can help make this happen; such as donating shopping bags and packing material, donating                             
merchandise to sell, volunteering to help with shop upkeep, or delivering unsellable items to the ñToo Good to Throw 
Awayò shed at the county recycling center.  Please donôt hesitate to let me know if you can provide any help of this sort. 
 
Christmas shopping is well underway at the thrift shop.  We are fully stocked with Christmas decorations, giftwrap and 
bags, holiday clothing and linens, and an abundance of items that would make lovely Christmas gifts, all at bargain prices.  If 
you come and shop at the thrift shop first before heading to the stores, you are likely to save yourself some time and money. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Again this year, all women of St. Maryôs are invited to the ECW Christmas Party, which will 
take place on Thursday,  December 14 at 2 pm in the parish hall.  We will have some ñtea partyò 
treats, followed by a random gift exchange, featuring items purchased at the thrift shop for $5.00 
or less (which goes a long way at the shop).  Coffee and tea will be served, and all attendees are 
encouraged to bring a treat to share (such as small sandwiches, hors dôoeuvres,  cookies, coffee 
cake, or cupcakes).  This is a lovely and fun way to celebrate the season in Christian fellowship; 
so please come by the shop to purchase your gift for the exchange and join us on December 14!  
After the party, Judith DeGroot and her crew will be packaging cookies for delivery to our home-
bound friends in the community.  If you would like to contribute to this worthwhile mission, please 
bring your home-baked cookies to the church Thursday morning é.. Or bring them with you to 
the party.  They will be delivered on Friday, December 15. 
 
Janet Lewis reports that 37 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes were collected in November, and she thanks all for their 
generosity.  Thank you, Janet for coordinating the shoebox collection! 
 
The thrift shop will be closed for the holidays December 23 through January 3, 2018. 
 
~ Joy Bolger 

MEALS ON WHEELS  
 

St. Maryôs is responsible for delivering  Meals on Wheels on the following dates in December and January.  
Monday, December 18 and Monday, January 22.  
 
PLEASE CONTACT CHRIS NAGLE IF YOU CAN DELIVER  MEALS ON WHEELS IN DECEMBER OR                                          
JANUARY. 


