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Thanksgiving 
 
Thanksgiving Day is celebrated in the United States on the fourth Thursday in November. This custom 
is based on the celebration of three days of prayer and feasting by the Plymouth, Massachusetts,                     
colonists in 1621. There was also a Thanksgiving celebration with prayer by members of the Berkeley 
plantation, near what is now Charles City, Virginia, in 1619. The first national Thanksgiving Day was 
celebrated in 1789. Under President Abraham Lincoln, Thanksgiving Day came to be celebrated           
annually on the last Thursday of November. Thanksgiving Day was celebrated on the third Thursday of 
November in the three years 1939-1941 under President Franklin D. Roosevelt. However, the                      
Thanksgiving Day commemoration was moved back to the fourth Thursday in November by Congress 
in 1941. 
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St. Maryôs Leadership: 
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    Rev. Sandi Mizirl 
 
Vestry:                                                          
  Bill Henderson , Sr. Warden   
  Bud Bolger, Jr. Warden 
  Beverley Biddlecomb            
  Dawn Biddlecomb  
  Michael DeGroot 
  Betty Gasper  
  Lee Harrison  
  Janet Lewis   
  
Treasurers:  
    Betty Gasper 
    Judith DeGroot 
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    Lee Harrison 
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   Christine Nagle 
 
Minister of Music:                                                                                       
   Carina Sprouse 
 
Council Delegate:                  
    Kathy Corsa 
 
ECW President:                
    Joy Bolger  

 
Thrift Shop Manager: 
     Joy Bolger 

** OKTOBERFEST ð SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7, 11:30 - 3:00 PM ** 
 

** ECW MEETING ð SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15 ð FOLLOWING SERVICE ** 
 

 ** ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ð SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19 ** 
FOLLOWING SERVICE  

 
    

                                                       A General Thanksgiving  
 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have 
done for us. We thank you for the splendor of the whole 
creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, 
and for the mystery of love. 
 
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for 
the loving care which surrounds us on every side. 
 
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best 
efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy 
and delight us. 
 
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures 
that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
 
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the 
truth of his Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast 
obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, 
through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life 
again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
 
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know him and 
make him known; and through him, at all times and in all 
places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen. 
 

                             BCP 836 



SEPTEMBER VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Junior Warden  Bud Bolger reported that all four new ceiling lights are now installed in the hall; and that Paul Sparks had paid $100 
to have the gutters cleaned. The members passed a motion to reimburse Paul for this expenditure. 
 
The members reviewed the Parochial Report and passed a motion to accept and submit it to the Diocese.  
 
It was reported that Dawn Biddlecomb and Rev. Sandi conferred about youth projects and concluded  that a Costa Rica mission trip 
was beyond our means at this time; and that a mission trip to Washington, DC to work in a homeless soup kitchen was more feasible.   
 
Lee Harrison reported that nineteen children participated in the Blessing of the Backpacks on September 10.  
 
Michael DeGroot expressed his gratitude for having strong chair persons for each Oktoberfest subcommittee.  
 
Beverley Biddlecomb reported that she had arranged for the church sign to be replaced; and that she and Janet Lewis donated the cost 
of the sign to the church.  
 
The members discussed whether the church should withdraw from delivering Meals on Wheels, in view of the declining number of 
volunteers for this mission. It was suggested that, rather than withdraw, we make a renewed effort to recruit more volunteers. 

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE 
 

Please ask God to grant comfort and strength to:  Zachary Tucker, Jean and Bill Hudnall, Winifred Delano, Alene Robinson, Gerrie 
Burke,  Martha and Aubrey Henry, Ada Williams, Roy Lange, Becky Thrift, Lois Hett, Cathy, Rachel, Elaine Pilecki, Donald Freund, 
Nan Smith, Sydney Dunn, Glen Barberio, Randy Neal, David Haynie, Judy Jett and Jim Crumley. 
 
 Also, please remember in your prayers the following, whose conditions are not currently acute, but who are still in need of our             
continued prayers:  Ron Andrews,  Madelyn Davis, Al & Lee Dean, Robert  Hamilton, Joan Oliver, Morty & Jeff Paulis, Grace Rice, 
and Carol Wiley   

NEWS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

The Slaughters at Sea (again) 
 
Nick and I spent a week cruising on Holland America 's Maasdam visiting New England and Canada in July.  The weather here was 
in the upper 90's and in Canada, I wore a jacket every day!!  Our first port was Bar Harbor, Maine where we toured Acadia National 
Park.  Just as we were getting on the bus for our tour, I hear d someone yelling "Mary Lynn" and told Nick what a coincidence there 
was a woman in Maine with my name.  He laughed and said, "Turn around".  It was our neighbor from Fleeton Beach, Barbara 
Newton!!!  She and her sisters were there on vacation.  What a small world.  We also toured Sydney and Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, and Montreal.  One of the best highlights of the trip was seeing Notre Dame de  
Montreal where Celine Dion was married.  The ship was wonderful and as always, the food was delicious and                              
plentiful. We flew from Montreal to Philadelphia and while waiting for the flight to Richmond, I ran into a teacher I knew whose 
sister-in-law lives in Reedville!!!!  Another small world.  Nick said it meant I had to behave myself when I travel!!!!!! 
 
~ Mary Lynn Slaughter 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

Again this year, St. Maryôs will participate in Operation Christmas Child (OCC) by filling shoeboxes with gifts for needy children 
around the world.  Standard sized shoe boxes, a box collection bin, information pamphlets and shoe box labels will be made available 
in the parish hall during October.  Please bring your shoeboxes to the parish hall by Sunday November 12th.  Janet Lewis, with 
the help of Gus Bunting, is coordinating our OCC participation this year; so please let her know if you would like to help and contact 
her for additional information. 
 
~ Joy Bolger 



OKTOBERFEST DAYS AWAY 
 
OKTOBERFEST is almost here! We have a group of parishioners who are working feverishly to make this yearôs Oktoberfest 
even better than it has been in the past. Valli Mitner has gotten an early start with advertising all over the local area. She has also 
updated our signs to help our guests better find our foods, beverages and activities.  
 
We will again feature excellent German beer and German food. Bud Bolger and Paul Sparks have organized our grilling team. 
Judith DeGroot and Alice Sparks will be cooking up another huge batch of tangy sauerkraut with our secret recipe. Beverley                 
Biddlecomb has organized the kitchen crew, who will put together and serve hundreds of plates of steaming yummy food.  
 
Alice Sparks has a new best friend - Francine at Tri-Star. They have had many meetings to help arrange to buy our beverages        
locally, rather than from Richmond. They have also come up with small bottles of German wine that should be a hit.  
 
Brian Woods is bringing back the oysters that have become so popular. This year they will be introduce ñoyster tacos,ò to sell in 
addition to oysters on the half shell, Rockefeller, smoked, and fried. Should be fantastic!  
 
Janet Lewis is heading up the bake sale. The call has gone out to all of St Maryôs excellent bakers. Our bake sales in the past have 
been extremely popular and generated significant income for St Maryôs Church.  Janet suggests cakes, cookies, brownies and pies 
as best sellers; and she asks that all bake sale items be brought to the parish hall on disposable plates by 12 noon Friday, October 
6.  She also reminds contributors to label any ingredients (e.g. nuts) to which some may be allergic.  
 
Lynn Dalpino will help our youngest visitors enjoy themselves with face and pumpkin painting.; while Arnold Gasper will                    
challenge the big kids with a corn hole tournament.  
 
Carol Cole has again gathered a fantastic spread of marvelous prizes for the Raffle. It features local goods and services,                    
home-hosted special meals by the DeGroots and the Woods, dinner at the Crazy Crab, oysters, art works, etc., etc.  Now all we 
have to do is SELL TICKETS!  We can all help by buying and selling lots of tickets ourselves.  
 
Bud Bolger and Paul Sparks have also coordinated the procurement of six tents needed for various activities, and have                     
arranged for the assembly of the BIG TENT to take place on Wednesday, October 4. They will also get all the tables, chairs, and 
hay bales we will need. 
 
Marguerite Slaughter will again bring her talents to decorate everything to create a wonderful festive German atmosphere. Dennis 
Dalpino will also help create atmosphere and keep everything running smoothly with audio support. 
 
What a terrific team effort from a group of very talented, committed, hard-working people! With their good work and the                
support of the whole parish, OKTOBERFEST will be a great community event and a successful fund raiser. 
 
~ Michael DeGroot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BACKPACKS BLESSED  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

Rev. Sandi blesses the children and their backpacks on September 10, 2017. 



WELL-DESERVED THANK-YOUS 
 

Special thanks are in order to a number of St. Maryôs parishioners for their contributions of time and energy to the upkeep and 
beautification of our church and grounds during 2017. 
 
In Spring, the grounds were beautified with a lovely garden planted by Beverly Biddlecomb and Janet Lewis. 
 
Since Spring, Richard Slaughter has been mowing the grass every week ï at no cost other than for gasoline.  He has also done 
some much-needed fertilizing, and in July he sprayed the parking lot for weeds. 
 
In June Bud Bolger, Paul Sparks, David Ripley and Michael DeGroot trimmed all the shrubbery, cleaned up and hauled away the 
debris. 
 
In July Bud installed four new ceiling light fixtures in the hallway of the parish hall 
 
In September, Bud and Paul power-washed the exterior of the entire church including the parish hall. 
 

MANY THANKS TO ALL OF YOU! 

 

 

 
ECW/THRIFT SHOP NEWS 

 
St. Maryôs Thrift Shop earnings were comparatively high over the summer, which is fortunate because the ECW had to spend 
$375 in August to have a new water heater installed at the shop.  In September, we paid the third quarterly installment ($7,000) of 
our pledge to the church and began making our budgeted outreach donations.  Indications are that we will end 2017 on budget. 
 
There will be an ECW meeting following the worship service on Sunday, October 15, 2017.  This will be an important          
meeting, because we will begin developing a budget for 2018; and will identify 2018 nominees for the offices of President,                  
Secretary and Treasurer, so all women of St. Maryôs are urged to attend.  At a meeting in November (Date TBD), the final 
budget will be approved and the officers elected. 
 
At the Thrift Shop 
 
In August, we ran an end-of-season clearance sale, with 50% off all clothing and shoes for two weeks,                              
followed by a dollar sale for one week.  Our racks are now fully stocked with a wide variety of Fall/Winter                    
fashions.  We are now selling a limited number of Halloween items at the shop, such as the tiger costume on the 
right ð modelled by volunteer Ginny Arrington. 

 
Because our Christmas store room is virtually overflowing with holiday merchandise, we will begin 
selling it in October.  Please check at the thrift shop first, before heading to the stores to do your 
Christmas shopping. 
 
 

~ Joy Bolger 

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE DECEMBER ï JANUARY  2017 NEWSLETTER IS NOVEMBER 24, 
 2017.  PLEASE EMAIL ARTICLES TO CHRISTINE NAGLE AT STMARYSFLEETON@GMAIL.COM OR TO 
JOY BOLGER AT JBBOLGER2016@GMAIL.COM OR BRING THEM TO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY THAT 
DATE.   



ANNUAL PARISH MEETING IS NOVEMBER 19 
PLEDGES AND VESTRY NOMINATIONS DUE OCTOBER 15  

 
The St. Maryôs 2017 Annual Parish Meeting will be held on November 19, 2017.  To help ensure that we have 
a meaningful and productive meeting, every parishioner should take the following actions: 
 

¶ Mark the date on your calendar and keep it clear of conflicts. 

¶ Submit your pledge for 2018 by October 15, 2017. 

¶ IF YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR PREPARING AN ANNUAL COMMITTEE REPORT, BEGIN            
       TO DO SO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, AND SUBMIT IT TO CHRIS NAGLE BY NOVEMBER 8.  
       (CHRIS MUST HAVE YOUR REPORT BY THIS DATE TO ALLOW TIME TO PUT  
       TOGETHER THE CONSOLIDATED ST. MARYôS ANNUAL REPORT BY THE DATE OF THE  
       ANNUAL MEETING.) 
 

Participation in this meeting by as many members as possible is called for, because important matters 
will be discussed and important decisions made.  For one thing, A proposed 2017 budget is to be      
presented.  Your timely responses to the stewardship letter you received in September will help to                 
enable the Finance Committee to prepare a proposed 2018 budget and obtain the vestryôs approval of it 
before the annual meeting. 
 
ANOTHER MATTER OF IMPORTANCE IS THE ELECTION OF TWO NEW VESTRY 
MEMBERS, TO REPLACE BUD BOLGER AND MICHAEL DEGROOT WHOSE THREE-
YEAR TERMS EXPIRE AT THE END OF THIS YEAR.  NOMINATION FORMS AND A 
BOX FOR THEIR COLLECTION HAVE BEEN PLACED IN THE PARISH HALL.  THE 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING VESTRY NOMINATIONS IS OCTOBER 15.  

MEALS ON WHEELS  
 

St. Maryôs is responsible for delivering  Meals on Wheels on the following dates in October and November:  
Monday, October 23; Wednesday, October 25; Friday, October 27;  
Monday, November 20; Wednesday, November 22; Friday November 24.   
PLEASE CONTACT CHRIS NAGLE IF YOU CAN DELIVER  MEALS ON WHEELS IN OCTOBER OR                                        
NOVEMBER. 

 

FALL UNITED THANK OFFERING (UTO) INGATHERING IN NOVEMBER 
 

St. Maryôs United Thank Offerings will be collected on Sunday, November 19, 2017.  Kathy Corsa, who 
coordinated our Spring in-gathering, is again coordinating the Fall in-gathering, and will be handing out 
UTO envelopes on Sunday, November 12. 
 
The Episcopal Churchôs greatest grant resource comes from the United Thank Offerings. Each year                    
approximately $2 million in grants is distributed from these offerings.  They support a variety of ministries 
around the world; such as after school programs, hot meals for the needy, repairs for churches and rails for 
the handicapped. 
 

This year, our Spring in-gathering offerings came to a total of only $80, whereas last year they totaled a generous $340.  Letôs 
see if we can match or even top last yearôs Spring total with this yearôs Fall total!  Remember - The UTO offerings we give are 
in thanks to God for his many blessings.  Please give generously to help others around the world whose lives have been less 
blessed than ours. 
 
~ Joy Bolger 
 

 

 

 

 

 

United Thank Offering Prayer 
 
Gracious God, source of all creation, all love, all true joy: accept we pray these outward signs of our profound and 
continuing thankfulness for all of life. Keep each of us ever thankful for all the blessings of joy and challenge that 
come our way. Bless those who will benefit from these gifts through the outreach of the United Thank Offering. 
This we ask through Him who is the greatest gift and blessing of all, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



OCTOBER - NOVEMBER   
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 
October Birthdays                                                                 
 
 2 - Scott Stables; 4 - Joseph Biddlecomb; 9 - Courtney Kline; 9 - Carole Wiley; 11 - Winifred Delano; 
11 - Mary Lynn Slaughter; 17 - Amy Biddlecomb Beane; 17 - Ally Biddlecomb; 19 - Ray Rogers;                      
29 - Bud Bolger 
 
October Anniversaries:  None 
 
November Birthdays                                   
 
3 -  Jeff Harrison; 5 - Andrew Harrison; 5 - Dudley Biddlecomb; 6 -  Joy Bolger; 10 -  Paul Sparks;                   
16 - Bill Henderson; 20 -  Carol Cole; 29 -  Clay Slaughter           
                        
November Anniversaries 

 

8 -  Martha and Aubrey Henry; 17 - Carole and Jim Wiley; 20  - Mary Lynn and Bill Slaughter  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    October 9                              October 31                              November 1                              November 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         November 5                                                         December 3       

 OCTOBER MOVIE LINEUP  
 

October 6 ð  Movie cancelled due to Oktoberfest.   
 
October 13 ð Collateral Beauty ð 2017 (PG-13)   
When a successful New York ad executive suffers a personal tragedy and retreats from life, his friends devise a drastic plan to 

reach him before he loses everything. Pushing him to the very edge, they force him to confront the truth in surprising and                          

profoundly human ways. This thought-provoking drama explores how even the deepest tragedy can reveal moments of beauty, and 

how the constants of love, time and loss interlock in a life fully lived.~ Amazon 

 
October 20 ð Megan Leavey ð 2017 (PG-13)   
Megan Leavey is based on the true life story of a young Marine Corporal (Kate Mara) whose unique discipline and bond with her 
military combat dog saved many lives during their deployment in Iraq. When she is assigned to clean up the K9 unit after a                        
disciplinary hearing, Leavey identifies with a particularly aggressive dog, Rex, and is given the chance to train him. Over the 
course of their service, Megan and Rex completed more than 100 missions until an IED explosion injures them, putting their fate in 
jeopardy. ~ Amazon 
 
October 27 ð Wonder Woman ð 2017 (PG-13) 
 Before she was Wonder Woman, she was Diana, princess of the Amazons, trained to be an unconquerable warrior. Raised on a 

sheltered island paradise, when an American pilot crashes on their shores and tells of a massive conflict raging in the outside world, 

Diana leaves her home, convinced she can stop the threat. Fighting alongside man in a war to end all wars, Diana will discover her 

full powerséand her true destiny. ~ Amazon  



UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOVIE COMMITTEE MEETING 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 11 AM; TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 11 AM 

VESTRY MEETINGS 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 6 PM; WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 6 PM 

        ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

FOLLOWING WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

PLEDGES AND VESTRY NOMINATIONS DUE OCTOBER 15 
                             ANNUAL COMMITTEE REPORTS DUE NOVEMBER  
 

 

ECW MEETING 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15 

FOLLOWING WORSHIP SERVICE 



St. Maryõs: where the road begins... 
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St. Maryõs Fleeton Episcopal Church is a community of faith and fellowship;  
an open and welcoming congregation that is nurturing and supporting of one another.   

We respect and embrace the various backgrounds and spiritual paths of our congregants and neighbors.   
We share our gifts and talents to minister to the needs of our surrounding community  

as a reflection of Godõs grace and  unconditional love. 


